Early History of

Foster Golf Links, Tukwila, WA
Established 1925; Course Opened 2-13-1925; Second Nine Opened 1927
Course Architect: George H. Eddy

Named after the town of Foster (in turn named after Joseph Foster, an early Washington pioneer),
Foster Golf Links sits on the banks of the Duwamish River in what is now Tukwila, Washington. The golf
course began as a dream of one man who sought to own and operate a golf course. His name was
George Henry Eddy.
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Golf professional, golf architect, entrepreneur, inventor, Eddy was born in Zennor, Cornwall, England on
May 23, 1878. He emigrated to America in 1910 at the age of 32. His whereabouts from 1910 to 1914 is
a mystery until he surfaced in Oregon in 1914. He became the golf professional at a number of golf
clubs in Oregon including the Salem Golf Club in 1914, Pendleton Country Club from 1916 - 1919, and
Baker Country Club in 1920 - 1921. It was during this time, in 1914, that he laid out the second nine at
Gearhart Golf Links (Oregonian 9-20-1914).

He moved to Renton, Washington in 1922 to become the golf professional at Earlington Golf Club where
he would stay until 1924. Then Eddy took a bold and risky venture: he would build a new golf course
and operate it with his wife. Golf’s popularity exploded during the 1920s following World War | and
demand for more golf courses was high.

In the Puget Sound area, golf clubs were being added at a rapid rate: Rainier opened for play in 1920,
Inglewood in 1921, Fircrest in 1923, Glen Acres in 1924, and Broadmoor in 1924. And then there were
Jefferson Park and Earlington Golf Club nearby. Even with golf’s rapid growth, how could a new,
fledgling golf course built and managed by husband and wife survive in competition with all these other
clubs?
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Yet it did. In 1924, against the advice of others, and mortgaged to the hilt, Eddy purchased a fifty acre

tract of land on the Foster homestead on the banks of the Duwamish River. By September, 1924 Eddy
began laying out a nine hole course.

By February, 1925 the course, initially referred to as the Maple Grove golf course, was ready for play.
Constructed during the winter months, the course was undoubtedly rough. Yet the entire golfing
community in the Puget Sound area turned out in support of George Eddy’s creation.

And a Hundred or So Will Enjoy the Hospitality
of the George-Eddys at Maple Grove,
Friday, February 13.

{1 OWDT, George,
+f{rs. George;

and
we

Yyou,

i Tucle!™

Which will be the smart and proper
thing to say when we all meet George
H. Eddy and Mrs. George out at thelr
Maple Grove golf course at the for-
mal opening next Friday. For, be-
sides being Friday, it s 2lso the 13th
of the month. 'So, the Eddvs will
probably need that luck sizn hung on
them.: - .

. But neither George nor Mrs. George
are worried about Friday, the 13th.
They signed the papers which gave
them their golf coursa slte en a Fri-
day In September and planted the
greens an a Friday.

From =all-accounts there is going
te be guite a lot of howdy-doing at
Maple Grove next IFriday, DEvery-
body is turning out to help the
George Eddys put over their orlgi-
nal idea—a one-family course, with
George in charge outside end Mrs,
George In chargze Inside, at the com-
fortable:. old :home converied -into =
clubhouss, '

Seattle Times — Feb. 8, 1925

On February 13, 1925, Foster Golf Links officially opened for play with a four-ball tournament. Governor

too, |
wish wvouistore, 1s receiving the entries for the

George Abrams, at the Spalding
opening day’s lournament. Bob John-
stone is looking afier marshaling the
professionals and Abrams the ama-
teurs, The play will start at 10:20
a. m., and will consist of four-ballers,
with medal seores counting in a
sweepstakes. '

George Eddy will do the starting
and Mrs. George will pour. That is.
there ,.will be no ectry .fee, the goilf
being on George, while the sandwiches
and coffee will be on Mrs, George.

Bon Stein, Lee Steil and Bob John-
stone, with a forryth man to be =e-
lected, will be the “show™ four-baller
of the day. There are forty-odd aj-
ready signed - up. There'll probably
be a2 hundred by the time Mrs. Gm.-rgc'
puts the coffee pot on,

The Maple Grove golf course is slt-
uated at Foster, in Duamish Valley, it
is nine miles from the Totem Tole
and lies along the Pacific Highway
to Tacoma. Road signsg tell where it
1s. .It can-be reached. by sutomoblile,
motor pus, interurban or hoof,

Louis F. Hart launched the first tee shot. In the feature match, Walter Pursey, Inglewood club pro
teamed up with amateur Lee Steil to defeat Robert Johnstone, Seattle club pro and amateur Bon Stein
1-up. Low score of the day was turned in by Pursey with a 72. Stein was low amateur with a 78.
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Green fees were 50 cents for all day. The old Foster farm house was used as the club house. Mrs. Eddy
did the cooking, and sold sandwiches. Thus began Eddys’ one family business venture.

i

Property of Museum of History & Industry, Seattle
Foster Golf Links Clubhouse — circa 1930 (Courtesy of MOHAI)

Measuring 3100 yards for nine holes, the course was of standard length for the time. It boasted two of
the longest holes on the Pacific coast: the No. 5 hole at 656 yards long, par 6, and the No. 7 hole at 598
yards, par 6. The holes were each split into two when the course expanded to 18 holes in 1927.

In 1927, Eddy purchased the adjoining property to bring the course to a full eighteen holes on 85 acres
of land. Eddy believed a 6000 yard course could be laid out, although for most of its existence, the
course operated between 5000 — 5500 yards.

Somehow the course survived the Great Depression and the 1933 flood which nearly destroyed the golf

course when the Duwamish River overran its banks. “It rained the entire month of December that year,

and by Christmas Eve, the flooding Duwamish River had belched unbelievable quantities of debris on the
course. Fairways, tees, and greens along its path were strewn with logs, pitted with holes and saturated
with water and muck.”
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Ever resourceful, George Eddy took out patents on several golf equipment, including this “leaf vacuum
machine” that he used on the Foster Golf Links.

e o
Seattle Times

George Eddy died in 1941 at the age of 63. His son, Robert Eddy, operated the course for some time
until 1951 when he sold the golf course to Joe Aliment. Aliment had worked for George Eddy as caddie
master and greens keeper since 1925.

In 1978 the City of Tukwila purchased the Foster Golf Links from Aliment brothers. Ceremony for the
transfer of the property took place under the maple tree planted on July 4, 1873 by Joseph Foster, early
pioneer. The tree still stands today in a dedicated area next to the parking lot.
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On September 19-20, 2015 the Northwest Hickory Players hosted its first annual Pacific Northwest
Hickory Championship at Foster Golf Links and at West Seattle Golf Course.

In discussing the course record at Foster, Billy Aliment recalled in 1978 that a “young amateur” shot a 61
on the par 68 course some years earlier during the Seattle City Amateur. That young amateur? He is no
other than Northwest Hickory Players’ own Roy Niznik.

CHOKING, ERRATIC (HE SAYS):

Niznik's 61 Gives Him
127, City Golf Lead

Foster’s troublesome !
greens and water hazards |
contributed to the downfall
of Ken Storey, 1963 North-
west amateur winner, and
Bob Carlson, defending
champion.

By GIL LYONS i County pubiic-links iourna-
| ment last spring, rammed in

A modest young man whoy pia >
admits to “choking and erratic| ls)ec‘::rfdp:r?; ﬁgﬂ:’hf;iits'cn the

play” took command vester-| "ge birdi " ;

. . | He birdied the sixth with a

day m"ti:e Seattle ICIW aMa-iwo-footer and two-putted for|

leur go (:%lrn_dmen : ‘another after driving the green
[aeRUY [\}Zﬂlk- 21, 5.110_[ ﬂkT';on the 200-yard eighth. o Storey, usually a fine put-!

un rer-par 5}1( at’ ED'SIBI' to takel On the back nine, le'"k;tel: failed 1o hole a birdie putl!

a four-stroke advantage Intobirdied the 11th. 13th and 14th!znd went out with a 73, Carl-

today’s final round. Niznik’s before running into trouble at
36-hole total was 127, nine-un-'the 35th. There, he hooked his

der par.
The Seattle University ac-

counting major liked the fig-:
ures he saw on his scorecard] Niznik made it all back on’

yesterday. He had seven bird-
ies and an eagle on a card
which showed six J's and a
pair of 2's.

NIZNIK TOURED the front
nine in 30. He came in with a
31 despite taking a double-bo-
gey 5 on the 15th.

“My putter was prettv good
to me today,” the tall, slender
Chieftain said. *But I don't
kEnow how l'll do tomorrow.
i’'m famous for my chokes and
erratic play. I'lll probably
dream about that double-bo-
gey all night.”

Niznik, winner of the King

‘tec shot behind a fence,
missed the green, chipped
short and two-putted.

ithe 460-yard 18th. He knocked
{his 5-iron second shot onto the
rgreen and holed a 20-footer for

‘his eagle.
! RON HAGEN, Seazttle Uni-
versity freshman who, like
iNiznik, plays out of Olympic
Hills, shot a 66 yesierday to
drop four shots back at 131
{Hagen was the firstround
|leader with a 65.
Tied for third
Storey, 'Washington amateur
champion; Bruce Richards
anad John Fabbio, all at 133.
Bill Tindal! was eight strokes
off the pace at 135.

were Tom

son missed the cutofl by two!
sirokes after dumping his tee
!;:shot into the Duwamish River
ion the 16th.

" The field was reduced o the
low 16 for today's final round,

‘scheduled to begin at 1L
o’clock.

|

[ Yesterday's 1esults: _
[LeRoy Mirmk. Olymple Hills .. 8541—17/
JBon Hogen, Olympic Hills v, 63-66—1311
[Rom Storey, Ingiewood - éﬁ-o’—lgal
Bruce Richords, Overloke 6l 66—133|
John  Fobbio, Kalnecr ... &7bh==13]
Bill Tirduil, EInglcweoed ... AFbite=135
Jim Gonneon, Susd Poind ..., N-aE—138)
Clarence Smith, Roinier ....... 7046—134
George Pugochoft, Sond Point  65-67—136
Elwin Fonning, Glen Acres .... 68.70—133

tgud Coso, Beocon Hill ..
dohn Tuft, Glympic kRills .
Mike Ewvans, Roinigr ..
Bili peyer, inplewesd ...
(Ron facTougoll, Fostor ...
Gordy Richordson, Foster ...

Ed
Jskn Thorp, Fosfer ...
Bob Carisen, Gilen Acre
Orrin Vincen!, Rainier

vigrren Dowson, Brosdmoor ...

Gary Henderson, Inglewood ... 70-70—140

Carl Jonson, Breadmoor ....... 5571140
Ellison, Redmond ... 71- 4
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