Early History of
Bellingham Golf and Country Club, Bellingham, WA
Established 1912, First Nine Opened 1913, Second Nine Opened 1925
Course Architect: 1913: John Ball, 1925: Unknown
One of the pioneering golf clubs in the Pacific Northwest, the Bellingham Golf and Country Club in
Bellingham, Washington was established in 1912 and the original nine-hole course opened for play in
1913. But that was not the beginning of golf in the City of Bellingham.

Hole # 1 (now #10) – circa 1913 (photo courtesy of Bellingham Golf and Country Club)

A newspaper account of golf in Bellingham appears in the January, 27, 1900 issue of the Seattle Sunday
Times. A group of high society men and women tried to organize a golf club in the City.

Seattle Sunday Times - 1-27-1900

While some form of golf was likely played on these grounds in Fairhaven at the close of the nineteenth
century, the effort to organize an actual golf club appears to have fallen short as no further mention is

made in the local newspaper beyond this reference until 1903.
Then in the spring of 1903, a group of men and women, made up mostly of Bellingham’s high society,
again attempted to organize. This time they succeeded and the Bellingham Bay Golf Club was born. The
Club built a three-hole course and a clubhouse, located between Dock and North Elk Streets.

Seattle Sunday Times - 7-19-1903

That year, in 1903, only three other cities in Washington State had organized golf clubs: Tacoma, Seattle
and Spokane. There existed at the time the Tacoma Golf Club (1894), the Seattle Golf Club (1896) and
the Country Club of Seattle (1896), and the Spokane Golf Club (1898). Walla Walla Golf Club and
Olympia Golf Club did organize in 1898-99, but the clubs failed after one or two years. When the
Bellingham Bay Golf Club formed in 1903, it appeared, by all accounts, to be a strong, viable club. It had
officers, committee assignments, a clubhouse, organized tournaments, social events, and a golf course.

Bellingham Herald - 5-31-1904

The club held numerous tournaments during 1904 and 1905, and its membership was growing. The
outlook was indeed positive. The year 1905 especially was a banner year for the Bellingham Bay Golf
Club and garnered considerable press coverage.
Then, inexplicably, as suddenly as it appeared, the Bellingham Bay Golf Club disappeared at the close of
1905. An October, 1905 issue of the Bellingham Ledger reported that football was being played on the
“golf links,” suggesting perhaps, that the golf course on Dock Street had been given up. No mention of
the club is made in the local newspaper thereafter and it is mystery why an apparently enthusiastic
group of golfers would allow the club to die. Yet, die it did.

It was some six years later, in 1911, that talk of a new golf club again surfaced. Credit must be given to
Mrs. Alfred L. Black, who served as vice-president of the earlier Bellingham Bay Golf Club, for reviving
the idea. She invited a group of men and women to her house in May, 1911 to discuss the matter of
organizing a country club.
Enthusiasm was high, but enthusiasm alone does not a club make. The group needed, and got, a
dynamic leader in E. B. Deming. It was Deming’s driving force, and his financial backing, which made
the Bellingham Golf and Country Club a reality.

Everett Deming (left) teeing off (photo courtesy of
Bellingham Golf and Country Club)

In 1919, Deming purchased the adjoining
property for $40,000 for the purpose of turning
the course to the full 18 holes it is now. The
second nine (now the front nine) was opened
for play in 1925.
Everett “Ed” B. Deming (1860 - 1942),
president of Pacific American Fisheries, a
salmon cannery, was a highly successful
businessman. He was also a golf enthusiast and
benefactor. More than any other, he was
responsible for the genesis of the Bellingham
Golf and Country Club … and its survival.

As the Club struggled through the Depression
years, it was unable to repay even the interest
on the loan, much less the loan itself. Deming
almost single-handedly kept the Club afloat
during this difficult period through his
generosity.

On May 16, 1912, the Club officially incorporated and set aside approximately $5000 to build a new
clubhouse and another $5000 for the construction of the golf course. Deming reported that eighty
individuals had expressed interest in joining the club. Initiation fee for membership was set at $100,
with dues at $5 a month.
Leslie R. Coffin was elected the first president of the Club, and C. G. Burnett its first Captain. Deming
was named a Trustee.

Article of Incorporation - 1912 (Source: Washington State Digital Archives)

A tract of land owned by the Bellingham Bay Improvement Company was secured and some 142 acres
were leased for the course and clubhouse. Work on building a golf course began almost immediately.
The Club hired John Ball, golf course architect, to lay out and construct the nine-hole course. Few in the
Pacific Northwest knew much about designing golf courses and Ball was the only known person in the
area advertising his services as builder of golf courses.

John Titus Ball (1848 – 1938), born in England,
gained his reputation as a golf architect by
building the Town and Country Golf Club in St.
Paul, Minnesota. He went on to construct the
old Seattle Golf Club course at Laurelhurst in
1901 as well as the now defunct Earlington Golf
Club in 1908. Contrary to some sources, Ball did
not design the Seattle Golf Club at its current
location at the Highlands. It was designed by
the club professional Robert Johnstone, but the
construction work was performed by Ball.
Ball, with his son Ray W. Ball, a golf professional
and architect in his own right, would go on to
build numerous other courses in the Northwest,
including the Grays Harbor Country Club,
Meadow Park Golf Course and Allenmore Golf
Course in Tacoma.
John Titus Ball, golf course architect of BG&CC

The Club also hired its first club professional in Frank J. Orchard at a salary of $75 per month. Twentytwo year old Orchard was born in Boston and moved to Bellingham as a young man. A popular pro,
Orchard would stay eight years at BG&CC until 1920 when he went on to design the Skagit Country Club
and become its first professional. Orchard eventually settled in California until his death in 1947.

Frank J. Orchard (BG&CC pro 1912-20) Mashie Niblick

Ian F. Dalgliesh (BG&CC pro 1920-22) Spoon

Orchard was followed by a pair of Scotsmen, Ian F. Dalgliesh, from 1920 to 1922, and “Wee” Willie Black
from 1923 to 1925. Next came Bert Wilde from 1926 to 1936, then Frank Sadler from 1936 to 1971.

One year and one day following the date of organization, The Bellingham Golf and Country Club officially
opened on May 17, 1913.

Drawing of Clubhouse - Bellingham Herald – 5-7-1913

Clubhouse – circa 1913 (photo courtesy of Bellingham Golf and Country Club)

Beginning in 1914, members of the Club played a number of inter-club tournaments (popularly known as
home and away) with other clubs in the Northwest, including those in British Columbia, in a match play
format, which was the predominant form of competition at the time.
First up was Everett Golf and Country Club, established in 1910. With a two year head start on
Bellingham in which to develop its players, the outcome had a predictable result in the inaugural match.
However, using its home course advantage, Bellingham players turned the tables the following month:

Bellingham Herald - 6-15-1914

Bellingham Herald - 7-13-1914

A rivalry was born. The following year, Everett players, gracious in defeat, gave this account of their
visit:
Seven players of the Everett Golf and Country Club, captained by G. S. Aldrich,
journeyed to Bellingham Saturday morning to enter into team play, a return match, with
the golfers of the city to the north. Everett was walloped, but the visitors returned well
satisfied – aside from the score – with their treatment in Bellingham and the sporty
course of the neighboring city, for the nine-hole links in Bellingham, stretching over
3097 yards, was something of a revelation to those who have been playing on the
Everett links. (Bellingham Herald 9-28-1915)
Bellingham players proved to be a formidable force at home, winning all their matches for the next
several years. A strong visiting contingent from the Seattle Golf Club ended their dominance in 1919.

Intra-club tournaments were also very popular, and some creative matches were invented. There was
the Old Guard vs. Recruits matches, where the original charter members matched up against new
members. One particular match was called the Fats vs. Leans with some ribbing on the part of members
over who belonged to which camp.
The first Men’s Club Championship was contested in 1916, won by Leslie R. Coffin, the first President of
the Club.
But it was the first Women’s Club Championship in 1919, won by Mrs. E. A. Wheeler, which told of an
epic battle, as written by club professional Frank Orchard. It is worthy of a re-telling:

Bellingham Ledger - 9-12-1919

For good measure, Mrs. Wheeler became the first BG&CC woman to record a hole-in-one (a dodo in the
parlance of the day) on the then fourth hole in 1921.
An important development occurred in the history of the Club in 1919, when the Club acquired
additional land giving it the opportunity that it had long desired to turn the course into a full eighteen
layout. E. B. Deming extended a $40,000 loan to the Club to purchase the existing property as well as

the additional land. The offer was accepted and the Club immediately began the work of constructing
the second nine. The club professional, Frank Orchard, was tasked with laying out the new nine. One
newspaper account stated, Orchard “… started work last week clearing for the new holes. Largely of a
meadowland character, the $10,000 allotted to putting in the greens and fairways of the second nine
will prove entirely adequate to give the Bellingham golfers a very satisfactory course.” (Seattle Daily
Times 7-27-1919).
It is unclear why this work stalled for it was some six years later, in 1925, that the second nine (today’s
front nine) was opened for play. It is also unclear whether Orchard’s original layout was used or
whether there was a redesign by another architect.
Another noteworthy event took place in 1919 with the first landing of an airplane from Seattle to
Bellingham. As part of the post-war tour and recruitment effort, the U. S. Army delivered a message by
airplane from the Mayor of Seattle to the Mayor of Bellingham. Lacking an airfield, the plane landed on
the grounds of Bellingham Golf and Country Club: “Lieutenant J. M. Fetters and his mechanic Sergeant
Owen Kessel, arrived this morning at 10:45 o’clock in the first airplane to visit this city from Seattle. The
plane first circled the city for a time and then gradually coming lower, finally landed on the local golf and
country club course. After hitting the ground the plane ran about three hundred yards before coming to
a standstill.” (Bellingham Ledger 6-19-1919)
In 1921, noted golfers “Long” Jim Barnes, fresh off his U. S. Open win, and Jock Hutchinson, off his
British Open win, toured the Northwest in a series of matches against the best of the local players. On a
cold, blustery day in December in Bellingham, Barnes and Hutchinson paired up against Ian Dalgliesh,
the Club’s pro and Don Randell, club champion, in a four-ball match. The local heroes gave a good
accounting of themselves being just one down after nine holes, but eventually gave way to finish four
down to the national champions.

Jim Barnes in the hickory era

Jock Hutchison in the hickory era

The first major championship came to Bellingham Golf and Country Club in 1930 when it was awarded
the dates for Washington Open as well as the Washington State Amateur Championship. Fresh off his

win at the Northwest Open held at Shaughnessy Heights CC in British Columbia, Bellingham’s own pro
Bert Wilde took away the Washington Open trophy on his home course with a score of 283.
Albert Ernest “Bert” Wilde (1898 - 1970)
learned his golf caddying at the Seattle Golf
Club under the tutelage of Robert Johnstone,
the club professional.
His first job as a professional was as an assistant
to Jim Barnes while he was club pro at Tacoma
Golf and Country Club.
Wilde became one of top players in the
Northwest winning the Oregon Open as well as
the Northwest and Washington Opens and a
number of other tournaments. A wanderlust,
Wilde held pro jobs in California, Hawaii, Illinois,
and Texas, as well as Washington.

Bert Wilde (right) in 1924 as pro in Hawaii

Coincidentally, Wilde was the grandson of John
Ball, BG&CC’s original course architect.

Bert Wilde served at BG&CC from 1926 to 1936 and was followed by Frank Sadler. Sadler, a long time
pro, first as assistant to Wilde, became head pro in 1936 and retired in 1971 after 41 years with the club.

Washington State Normal School (now Western Washington State University) Student Golfers at Lakeway Golf Course,
Bellingham in 1932. Instructor Frank Sadler right (photo courtesy of Bellingham Golf and Country Club)

Over the years, the golf course has undergone many improvements and redesigns, yet many of the holes
retain their original routing and characteristics. Known for its fast greens and well conditioned fairways,
the Bellingham Golf and Country Club offers a stern test for today’s golfers.

A view of the clubhouse – circa 1913 (photo courtesy of Bellingham Golf and Country Club)
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